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THE STATUS OF GHANI KASHMIRI IN_PERSIAN LITERATURE
* Atiya Haider

Abstract:
Mulla  Muhammad Tahir Ghani Kashmiri is considered to be the most
distinguished and great poet among the Persian poets of Kashmir. He belongs to
the eleventh century A.H. He was born in Srinagar, Kashmir; and died there. Not
much is known about his life except that, he was initially benefited by a poet,
Mullah Mohsin Fani. During his lifetime, Ghani became famous among the poets
and literary scholar of India and its surroundings. But, he did not join any court or
ruler and he led a dervish life. He wrote much poetry throughout his life, but never
collected it himself. After his death, his friend, Muhammad Ali Mahir collected
his poetry and wrote a preface on his Diwan. Ghani wrote poetry in Subk-e-Hindi
and all the characteristics of Subk-e-Hindi is shown at its peak in his poetry. His
poetry is famous in Subk-e-Hindi for having distinctive thoughts and art. For this
reason, all commentators and famous critics from this and that era, consider his
poetry praiseworthy. This article has been written about the status of Ghani
Kashmiri in Persian literature.
Keywords: Circumstances of life, Dervishi, fame, characteristics of poetry, The

status of Ghani in the perspective of Persian literature commentators.
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The main topics of the ethical poetry of the Persian language are contentment,
courtesy trust in God, obeisance, patience, generosity, liberality ,forgiveness etc.
Molana Ghani whose poetry is based upon the foundation of classical poets has
also dealt with these subjects.
The first and fore most thing is whether or not morals can be set right by education
and training .Ghani's view is that all instructions prove futile unless the man is

personally endowed with good qualities.

LSS Jlael B B J g1l RIRPRIW BT
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(Zafar khan, Muhammad, 1957: 623)
P gi oo Jleay il L &
"Ghani was one of those few poets who never eared the favours and frowns of
kings and noble men.  Inspite of his learning and accomplishments, he never
tried to attract the attention of the ruling king. He preferred the cornor of his
retirement to worldly and power ."
i oa S
"Ghani composed all kinds of poems. He enjoys the reputation of having a great
command over Persian language. His verses are known for their beauty and
elegance”. (Rahman, M.L, 1970: 159-158)
s e s
"Ghani, Mulla Tahir(d.1079/1668) was one of the outstanding poets born
in Kashmir..... A friend of Mirza Saib, he actively subscribed to the shaping of a
new diction that later on received, particularly in Iran, the appellation of Sabk-i-
Hindi. Its hallmark being "search and Inventiveness,"” the net result was a craze for
metaphors bordering on ambiguity. Reaction set in, quite late of course, and Ghani
ceased to be relevant without losing much of his prestige.” (Hadi, Nabi, 1995:190)
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